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SUBJECT: BRITISH ROYAL NAVY JOINT WEAPONS TRAINING WITH 
SOUTH AFRICAN NAVY 

1. AS ANTICIPATED, LATEST JOINT WEAPONS TRAINING BETWEEN 
BRITISH ROYAL NAVY SHIPS EN ROUTE ASIA AND SOUTH AFRICAN 
NAVY SHIPS HAS STIRRED CONSIDERABLE PRESS INTEREST IN 
LONDON. FACT THAT BRITISH NUCLEAR SUBMARINE WARSPITE AND 
LARGER NUMBER OF BRITISH VESSELS THAN USUAL TAKING PART 
HAS NOT BEEN OVERLOOKED BY PRESS. DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY 
AT FCO ALSO COMMENTED TO EMBOFFS THAT FOREIGN AND COMMON- 
WEALTH OFFICE ALSO TAKEN BY SURPRISE AT NUMBER OF BRITISH 
SHIPS PARTICIPATING. ONE LABOR MP AND YOUNG LIBERALS 

HAVE ATTACKED GOVERNMENT AS THEY DO ON EACH SUCH OCCA- 
SION, WITH YOUNG LIBERALS DESCRIBING JOINT WEAPONS TRAIN- 
ING WITH SOUTH AFRICA "AS A DISGRACEFUL SOP TO APART- 
HEID." 

2. COMMENT: ON THIS OCCASION, PRESS (TIMES AND GUARD- 
IAN) USED FOREIGN OFFICE DESCRIPTION OF THESE JOINT NAVAL 
ACTIVITIES AS "JOINT WEAPONS TRAINING," AND NOT WORDS 
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"EXERCISES" OR "MANEUVERS," AS IN PAST. IMPORTANCE AT- 
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TACHED TO THEM BY GOVERNMENT IS OBVIOUS FROM GOVERNMENT'S 
WILLINGNESS TO ALLOW THEM TO CONTINUE DESPITE CRITICISM 
FROM LEFT-WING IN LABOR PARTY, ELEMENTS OF LIBERAL PARTY 
AND PRESS. IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE, HOWEVER, TO READ TOO 
MUCH INTO THIS DECISION FOR THE FUTURE ATTITUDE OF THIS 
GOVERNMENT TOWARDS SIMONSTOWN AGREEMENTS. END COMMENT. 

ANNENBERG. 
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